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April 16, 2021 

  

Everett Lott, Interim Director 

District Department of Transportation 

250 M Street SE 

Washington, DC 20003  

 

VIA email: ancresolutions@ddot.dc.gov    

 

RE: DDOT’s 2020 I-695 Ramp Traffic Study 

 

 

Dear Director Lott, 

 

At a properly noticed regular meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

6B on April 14, 2021, with a quorum present, the Commission voted 9-0-0 to 

send you the following comments on the above DDOT project.  

 

ANC 6B commends the District Department of Transportation for taking an 

interest in the safety problems on 11th Street SE between I Street SE and the 

Anacostia River. We further commend the team for coming to the community 

several times to discuss its proposed safety improvements for this 11th Street 

SE corridor.  

 

However, the plans presented so far by DDOT to ANC 6B fail in many respects 

to seize the opportunity to make fundamental changes in this dangerous corridor 

and must be modified to meet the safety, mobility, and sustainability goals of 

the city.  We encourage DDOT to maintain funding and commit to further 

public consultation with ANC 6B, the DC Council, and advocacy groups. 

 

While we believe improvements here are worthy of funding, the plans presented 

are insufficient in scope and design.  To sum up those changes as presented, 

DDOT is proposing to do the following:  

1. Add an 8-foot-wide two-way protected bike lane on the west side of 11th 

Street SE from I Street SE to O Street SE; 

2. Add a lane to the eastbound I-695 Exit Ramp D-4 to 11th Street SE to the 

existing three; 

3. Reduce the westside sidewalk width between D-3 and M Street SE from 

approximately 10 feet wide to 5 feet wide on 11th Street SE to 

4. accommodate protected bike lanes while maintaining up to eight car lanes 

in that stretch; and 
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5. Shrink the width of the pedestrian refuge on the southern portion of the intersection of 

11th Street SE and M Street SE from 18 feet to 6 feet to accommodate an extra north 

bound left turn lane onto westbound M Street SE. 

 

ANC 6B believes the plans presented to the community on April 7, 2021 increase the safety of the 

corridor compared to the status quo, but we believe such projects should aim to maximize safety 

for all users of the roadway which this project so far fails to do.   

 

The current design of 11th Street SE was approved as part of the 11th Street Bridges Project in 

2005. Since those changes were implemented, it is abundantly clear to all persons 

walking/running/cycling/riding transit that the corridor is hostile to all modes of travel except 

people in automobiles and is in desperate need of fixes. We also note this corridor is the only link 

between Capitol Hill and Historic Anacostia and is the shortest bike and pedestrian link between 

many communities on both side of the river. However, the current plans waste a generational 

chance to fix the mistakes of the past.  

 

ANC 6B believes the design presented to the community is too focused on an auto-centric view of 

road use and is in direct contravention of the goals espoused in the Vision Zero and Sustainable 

DC 2.0 plans signed by the Mayor and Council. While we would defer to the expert engineers of 

DDOT and their contractors to create specific plans, we believe the following items should be 

incorporated into any plans for this 11th Street SE corridor:  

1. Widen the proposed bike line to 10 feet with a 3-foot buffer, instead of the proposed 8-

foot lane with a 2-foot buffer; 

2. Reverse all plans to shrink sidewalks on 11th street to less than 6 feet wide and instead 

remove extraneous lanes for vehicle traffic to accommodate the bike lanes; 

3. Adjust the number of lanes or geometry of 11th Street to widen the crosswalk at the 

northwest corner of 11th Street SE and M Street SE;  

4. Expand the project scope along 11th Street SE north to Pennsylvania Avenue SE to 

include a protected two-way bike lane from O Street SE to Pennsylvania Avenue SE; 

5. Seek to reduce the number of car lanes in general and expand sidewalks, bioretention 

areas, and other non-road uses of the right of way; 

6. Remove all double turn lanes to add usable pedestrian refuges along 11th Street SE; 

7. Implement vehicle speed reduction techniques via geometry (chicanes) or furniture 

(speed bumps, rumble strip) at the approaches to 11th Street SE and other traffic calming 

measures throughout the project area, including a Red-Light camera at D-3; 

8. Remove the unnecessary left turn lanes onto N and O/Water Street from 11th Street SE, 

especially in light of DDOT’s commitment to turn Water Street SE into a Neighborhood 

Greenway as a mitigation to the Planned Unit Development at 1333 M Street SE, and 

add pedestrian refuges or a larger median; and 

9. Continue to consider the impacts on the plans to bring Southeast Boulevard to the grade 

of L Street SE and any potential uses of the space under that raised Boulevard. 
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In conclusion, while ANC 6B believes the current plans are inadequate, we stand by to work 

collaboratively to ensure the city we all love, and share, does not fail at this generational 

opportunity to fix 11th Street SE.  

 

Please contact Commissioner Kirsten Oldenburg, ANC 6B Transportation Committee Chair at 

202-546-8542 or 6B04@anc.dc.gov, if you have any questions about this matter or need further 

information. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Ready  

Chair,  ANC 6B  

 

Cc: Charles Allen, Ward 6 Councilmember 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


