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Report of the ANC6B Transportation Committee Meeting 

June 3, 2020 
 

Commissioners present: Corey Holman, Steve Holtzman, Chander Jayaraman, Kirsten 

Oldenburg (chairing), Brian Ready, Jerry Sroufe and Kelly Waud 

 

Resident Members present: Floyd Brown (6B01), Kevin Moriarty (6B02), Brian Kirrane 

(6B03), John Manley (6B04), Roger Tauss (6B05), Paul Hyden (6B06), Stefan Katz (6B07), 

Carol Grissom (6B08), and John TenHoeve (6B09) 

 

Update on Pennsylvania & Potomac Avenues SE Intersection Improvement Study1 

Morvarid Ganjalizadeh, DDOT Project Engineer, made a presentation on the current status of the 

project.  At this point, the preliminary (30%) design has been completed and is under review by 

both DDOT internal and external reviewers.  The next milestone will be completion of the 

intermediate (65%) design, expected in Fall 2020.  Estimated construction start is Spring 2022 

with completion in 18 months.   

 

In addition to the intersection, the project includes street lighting and traffic signal upgrades from 

14th to Barney Circle.2  Ms Ganjalizadeh said that the project’s design phase is funded and those 

funds are not at risk during the DC budget situation. 

 

Committee members brought up several issues of concern including placement of a bike route 

through the intersection, bus turns at Pennsylvania onto Potomac Avenue, the provision of a two-

lane layby for Metro buses in front of the Potomac Avenue Metro Station.  The EA for this 

intersection project did not consider options for moving bikes through the area.  However, 

subsequently, DDOT initiated a Pennsylvania Avenue SE Corridor Study to focus on adding bike 

lanes from 2nd Street to Barney Circle.  Ms. Ganjalizadeh said that the Intersection staff are 

investigating options to accommodate bicycles through the intersection and are coordinating with 

the Corridor Study staff as the project progresses to 65% design.  

 

The question about the bus turn involved questions whether a Metro bus would be able to make 

the turn without using the westbound lane on Potomac Avenue because of the widening of the 

sidewalk at that corner.  Ms Ganjalizadeh said the transportation experts on the study would 

check this out and report back to the Committee.  The question about the two-lane layby raised 

 
1 https://www.anacostiawaterfront.org/penn-potomac 
2 This stretch of Pennsylvania Avenue SE was originally part of the DDOT Streetlight & Traffic Signal Upgrades 
Project which will now only extend from 2nd Street up to the Penn-Potomac intersection on the 1300 block of 
Pennsylvania Ave. 
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the point that only one lane was capable of discharging and picking up passengers.  It seemed 

apparent that Ms Ganjalizadeh was having trouble getting feedback from WMATA 

 

The Committee took no action. 

 

Discussion on DDOT Processes for Expanding Sidewalk Cafes during the Health 

Emergency and for Establishing “Slow Streets” 

Andrew deFrank, DDOT Community Engagement Specialist—Ward 6, told the Committee there 

are two ways restaurants can expand the size of their sidewalk cafes during the pandemic health 

emergency.  The first is “Expanded Sidewalk Seating”.  This requires the establishment owner to 

register expansion plans with DDOT.  Once registered, the restaurant can serve customers seated 

at tables spaced 6 feet apart with existing and expanded space.  DDOT does not have a process 

for approving these plans but does provide some illustrative plans that show a need to provide a 

10-foot width of sidewalk for pedestrians, unless a plexiglass screen is installed between 

customers and pedestrians.   

 

Enforcement of the Health Guidelines for these expanded sidewalk cafes is the responsibility of 

ABRA if an establishment has a liquor license.  Otherwise, DCRA is the enforcement agency. 

 

The second way is to set up a “Streatery”.  This type would involve the use of roadways, parking 

lanes, or alleys to expand outdoor seating.  Applications for Streateries need to be submitted to 

DDOT by an ANC, BID, or Main Street organization.  ANC6B has had some discussions with 

city officials and establishment owners about establishing a Streatery along Barracks Row, on 

the 200 and/or 300 blocks of 7th Street SE (Eastern Market), or along the 600 block of 

Pennsylvania Avenue SE.  However, no applications have been submitted so far.  One issue 

unresolved is whether DDOT will charge for any closed streets and, if so, how much. 

 

As part of Phase One, DDOT has been asked to establish “Slow Streets” in residential areas.  

These corridors would discourage through traffic and be posted at 15 MPH.  Mr. deFrank told 

the Committee that DDOT has committed to set up 20 miles of Slow Streets this Summer.  To 

accomplish this, DDOT plans to establish one per Ward.  Slow Streets can only be on roads 

officially classified as Local, excluding those with bus routes.  As a permanent change, for roads 

posted at 25 MPH, the Mayor has reduced the speed limit to 20 MPH. 

 

The Committee took no action. 

 

 

    


