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Report of the ANC6B Transportation Committee Meeting 

November 6, 2019 
 

Commissioners present: Steve Holtzman, Chander Jayaraman, Kirsten Oldenburg 

(chairing), Brian Ready, Jerry Sroufe and Kelly Waud 

 

Resident Members present: Floyd Brown (6B01), John Manley (6B04), Roger Tauss (6B05) 

and Carol Grissom (6B09) 

 

Other: About 15 Residents, mainly from 6B05  

 

Review of EMMP Project Transportation Impact Study1 

Neither DGS nor DDOT could attend the meeting to provide background information on the 

study or to assist with questions raised.  Commissioner Oldenburg provided her perspective that 

the Study was a traditional traffic engineering study.  In fact, because the aim of the EMMP 

project is to encourage people to use and mingle in the new playground and plaza spaces, what 

was really needed was a study focused on pedestrian movements rather than those of vehicles.  

As Commissioner Sroufe noted, the Study focuses on “getting around” the new Park instead of 

“getting in.” Commissioner Holtzman, who leads for 6B on the EMMP as Chair of the LCTF, 

provided background on the overall process to date. 

 

The meeting aim was to obtain pros and cons from meeting participants on the key elements 

proposed by the Study, including (1) closure of two slip lanes on the north and south sides of 

Pennsylvania Avenue SE, (2) pedestrian improvements at South Carolina Ave and 7th and 9th 

Street intersections, and (3) the reversal of the direction of the 700 and the 800 blocks of D Street 

SE.   

 

Predictably, the reversals of the two D Street blocks were soundly rejected by participants for a 

multitude of reasons. The pedestrian safety feature at 9th & South Carolina Avenue generated 

major vehicle concerns.  While the one at 7th & South Carolina Avenue got more acceptance.  

(The pedestrian safety measures at this intersection had been supported by the ANC in April 

2019.)  The loss of 14 curbside parking spaces, however, were of major concern.  A table top 

walkway directly from Parcel 4 across 7th Street to the SE Library is acceptable.  Although the 

number of parking spaces to be lost are not known.   

 

Participants were ambivalent about the slip lane closures. Both closures would benefit 

pedestrians by eliminating two pedestrian/vehicle crossings each. Closure would also force right 

turning vehicle traffic to the intersection; adding potential for increased pedestrian/vehicle 

 
1 https://dgs.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dgs/publication/attachments/Traffic%20Study%20-%20Final.pdf 
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conflicts there. The loss of 3 parking spaces on the south side did not seem to be of concern; the 

north side slip lane currently is posted No Parking.  The Park design includes a pull off area for 

drop offs along the curb on westbound Pennsylvania Avenue to replace the loss of that feature of 

the slip lane.  The major concern with the closure of the north slip lane is that it would require 

southbound vehicles on 8th Street to make right turns at the corner which an acute rather than 

right angle (similar to all turns along Pennsylvania Avenue due to its orientation).  The 

expectation is that the District’s emerging policy on No Right Turns on Red would prevail 

causing congestion at the corner.  In both cases, closures would provide an enlarged space for 

public activities. 

 

No motions were offered so no votes were taken. 

 

Presentation by Revel Representative on its Share Mopeds 

Mr. Yassin Khalid, Revel, Community Manager, made a presentation on Revel’s program 

providing mopeds in DC as part of DDOT’s Mobile on Demand system.  The Revel contract is 

currently a 4-month trial that ends on December 31, 2019.  The firm is under negotiation with 

DDOT for a renewal.   

 

Mr. Khalid said Revel started in Brooklyn/Queens and DC is its second operation.  It offers 400 

mopeds currently but expects to increase the number next year.  The mopeds are considered as 

motor vehicles and, as such, must use the roadway and park in curbside spaces.  They are not 

allowed to move or park on the sidewalk.  The mopeds run on batteries and can go 40-50 miles 

per charge.  Maximum speed is 30 MPH which restricts them from traveling on freeways.  Each 

moped has a license plate and Revel can track all of the fleet in real time.  Complaints via 311 or 

direct to Revel (855-690-9180) should include the plate number.   

 

DDOT information on mopeds is at https://ddot.dc.gov/page/shared-motor-driven-cycles-district 

 

Moved to December 4 Agenda: PA Ave SE Street Lighting Project and (tentatively) the 

following Traffic Calming/Control Requests for ANC6B Support from the October agenda: 6 & 

A Street all way stops (6b02), 11th & North Carolina pedestrian signal timing (6B05), 14th & A 

Streets SE all way stops (6B08) 

 


