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December 2, 2021 
 
Phil Mendelson, Chairperson of the Council of the District of Columbia 
Elissa Silverman, At-Large Councilmember 
Anita Bonds, At-Large Councilmember 
Christina Henderson, At-Large Councilmember 
Robert C. White, Jr., At-Large Councilmember 
Brianne K. Nadeau, Ward 1 Councilmember 
Brooke Pinto, Ward 2 Councilmember 
Mary M. Cheh, Ward 3 Councilmember 
Janeese Lewis George, Ward 4 Councilmember 
Kenyan R. McDuffie, Ward 5 Councilmember 
Charles Allen, Ward 6 Councilmember 
Vincent C. Gray, Ward 7 Councilmember 
Trayon White, Sr., Ward 8 Councilmember 
 
(Sent via e-mail and resolutions.dc.gov) 
 
RE: B24-0371 – Ward Redistricting Amendment Act of 2021 
 
Members of the Council of the District of Columbia,   

At a regularly scheduled, properly noticed, special virtual meeting on December 1, 
2021, with a quorum of at least six commissioner present, Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission (ANC) 6B voted 6-3-0 to send this letter detailing our concerns about 
the Subcommittee map that we believe can be readily addressed 

ANC 6B has thoroughly reviewed the Map approved by the Subcommittee and 
offers the following 6 general comments. Explanations for each are also provided: 

1. Ward 7’s population is simply too small, 114 residents above the legal 
minimum, while not using natural features or census tracts as the boundaries. 
Ward 7’s population should be roughly equal to Ward 6 and 8. 
 

2. The approved map splits a coherent commercial corridor in Eastern Ward 6, 
focused on Pennsylvania Avenue SE, Potomac Avenue Se, and 14th Street SE.  
 

3. The approved map splits Census Tract 71, the triangle bounded by 
Pennsylvania Avenue SE, 11th Street SE, and the Anacostia River. By choosing 
Potomac Avenue SE as a dividing line, the map results in the bifurcation an 
existing, coherent community of interest.  
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4. The approved map likely means the end of the SMD solely comprised of residents of the DC Jail as 
the west of the river portion in Ward 7 would only be able to constitute a 5-person ANC. The DC 
Jail SMD has always been in an ANC of at least 6 commissioners to allow for regular vacancies in 
that SMD as jail residents return or are sent out of state. 
 

5. Less than 100 residents would live in buildings contributing to the Capitol Hill Historic District in 
Ward 7 along Potomac Ave SE and K Street SE. These residents would be represented in an ANC 
where over 99% of the residents will be in non-designated buildings and have no interaction with 
historic building regulations.  

 
1) Ward 6 Population Must Shrink   
The approved map’s population in Ward 7 would be 114 residents above the legal minimum including a 
west of the river portion of 9,993 residents. This west of the river portion would also include 2,226 
residents of institutional facilities run by the Department of Corrections and Department of Behavioral 
Health. There are no natural features serving as boundaries here and the Subcommittee maps splits two 
census tracts west of 15th Street SE 
 
2) The proposed map will bifurcate a key commercial corridor in Hill East The commercial corridor at the 
eastern end of Ward 6 is distinctly different from the areas around Capitol South and Eastern 
Market/Barracks Row and is defined more by services and residential instead of restaurants and bars. 
Nonetheless, this small commercial corridor is split in two along Potomac Ave SE in the approved map. 
The Subcommittee this year (and in prior maps) has clearly asserted the high value of seeking to maintain 
shared representation along existing commercial corridors, for example, in the business areas along 
Connecticut Avenue in Ward 3 or Pennsylvania Avenue SE south and east of the Sousa Bridge. Shared 
representation in commercial corridors better serves residents and businesses to ensure consistency in 
dealing with the impacts and mitigations related to transportation, community safety, ABRA licensing, and 
more in these commercial corridors.  
 
3) Choosing Potomac Avenue SE as a Ward Boundary Splits a Community of Interest in Tract 71 
The splitting of Census tract 71 at Potomac Avenue SE results in the division of an existing localized 
community of interest. This oft-forgotten triangle between the Anacostia River, 11th Street SE, and 
Pennsylvania Avenue is a community centered on Chamberlain Elementary and Potomac Gardens and 
now Harris Teeter. It is a diverse, mixed income community often insularly focused as it continues to be 
hemmed in by freeways and freeway like roads on all sides. For nearly two decades and through four 
mayoral administrations, the community has been promised removal of the Southeast Freeway stub 
which forcibly separates this community from the Anacostia River. As this project, Southeast Boulevard, 
continues to lumber along, residents who would be most acutely impacted by this development would 
now be politically separated along Potomac Avenue SE. This area clearly defines a community of interest, 
but the Subcommittee process did not include this area in the discussion maps which effectively 
precluded a discussion on this point. 
 
4) Ensuring Single Member District Representation at the DC Jail Should Continue 
While recognizing that ANC redistricting comes after this process, we cannot ignore the impacts on our 
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incarcerated neighbors at the DC Jail. Currently, the Jail shares a census block with Reservation 13. At the 
time of the census, the entirety of block 1013 in Census Tract 68.04 was in group quarters. 2,197 were 
incarcerated, 124 resided at Harriet Tubman Women’s Shelter, and 29 were institutionalized the 
Department of Behavioral Health’s Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program. Since then, hundreds 
of units have delivered and more are under construction at Reservation 13. This unique population mix 
and timing allows an ANC map with this block to separate representation of the Jail from Reservation 13.  
 
In order to allow continued representation at the DC Jail, an ANC comprising the Jail should be structured 
to allow for regular vacancies. In the approved map, the Ward 7 Redistricting Task Force would be forced 
to choose from a high turnover SMD in a 5-member commission or to simply combine the institutional 
and non-institutional populations in one SMD in a 5-member commission. Expanding the Ward 7 
population to roughly equal Ward 6 would allow a 6- or 7-person west of the river ANC, making it easier 
to create structures to support and uplift a sitting commissioner from the DC Jail while also dealing with 
frequent vacancies in that SMD. This problem, even though the position was never filled until 2021, has 
long been recognized by the council and the ANC including the Jail SMD has always been at least 7 
commissioners (13 commissioners in 6C from the start of home rule to 1990, 9 commissioners in 6C from 
1990-2000, 11 commissioners in 6B from 2000-2010, and 7 commissioners in 7F now) 
 
5) Historic Districts 
We recognize that historic districts should not be the only factor in where Ward lines are drawn, but the 
Subcommittee explicitly used historic district boundaries to split a census tract in the Mount Vernon 
Square Historic District. So clearly there is recognized value in ensuring residents have representation on 
an ANC familiar with Historic District regulation. While the Subcommittee was able to ensure this 
representation in Ward 2, it failed to do so in the Capitol Hill Historic District. The approved map leaves 
less than 100 residents in contributing buildings in Ward 7, in an ANC where over 99% of the residents will 
not live in a historic district and would have no regular interaction with the historic district regulations. 
Ward maps in this area should either seek to incorporate no part of the Capitol Hill Historic District or 
seek to create a sufficient population to allow the resulting ANC to have regular and consistent interaction 
with the Historic District regulations. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments and concerns. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Brian Ready 
Chair, ANC 6B 


