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Report of the ANC6B Transportation Committee Meeting 

January 3, 2018 
 

Commissioners present: Nick Burger, Aimee Grace, Steve Hagedorn, and Kirsten 

Oldenburg (chairing) 

 

Resident Members present: John Manley (6B04), Corey Holman (6B06), Kelly Waud 

(6B07), and Mike Enrico (6B10) 

 

Also participating: Marian Connolly, Susan Gwilliam, and Brian Hanlon (residents of the 

200 block of 8th Street SE); Monte Edwards (CHRS), Cheryl Cort (Coalition for Smarter 

Growth), Ken Jarboe (CH BID), Molly Singer (CHV) 

 

SE Boulevard & Barney Circle Study (Public Meeting #2) 

Jonathan Rogers, DDOT Project Manager, provided an update on the status of the study and 

insights on feedback DDOT would like to get from the community.   

 

Commissioner Oldenburg had prepared a series of points to frame the Committee discussion. 

Those points included the Fixed Project Elements and various aspects of the Boulevard, Barney 

Circle, Bus Facility, the follow-up development of excess land, and viability of street trees.  The 

committee discussion, however, focused primarily on the bus facility, circle, and boulevard and 

its grid connections.   

 

Many details (design and operation) of a bus facility are yet to be provided by DDOT making 

analysis challenging at this time.  For the boulevard, the Committee had some difficulty with 

understanding the implications of variables of right and left turns for vehicles between the 

boulevard and reconnected grid streets. 

 

On a motion by RM Holman, seconded by Commissioner Oldenburg, the Committee voted 5-1-1 

to recommend the ANC send a letter with the following points to DDOT and place it on the 

Consent Agenda. 

 

• In general, the ANC supports the SE Boulevard & Barney Circle project [as currently 

envisioned] including the Fixed Project Elements [defined by DDOT]. 

• All designs should minimize the size of the boulevard roadway and public right of way to 

maximize the excess right of way between SE Boulevard and L Street.  

• The ANC generally supports the circle design for Barney Circle over the signalized 

intersection but feels refinements are needed. Crossings at street level, connections to the 
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river, connections to the Sousa Bridge sidepath, and connections to the Anacostia River Trail 

should be a priority of any design. 

• The Final EA, to the extent possible, should place equal emphasis on motorized and non-

motorized transportation modes. All maps and charts should include connections and travel 

times as well as walk/bike times. Pedestrian and bicyclist safety should be prioritized over 

automobile travel times.  

• DDOT should continue to include the option of filling in the loop under Barney Circle as part 

of any transportation study. The sunken roadway creates a physical and visual barriers to 

easy connections across Barney Circle, regardless of the redesign selected. 

• To reduce both noise and emissions and other neighborhood concerns, the bus facility should 

be limited to electric buses, regardless of the operator of the bus route. 

• Without any specific details or plans regarding midday usage and to minimize impact on 

commuter traffic, the ANC requests that the bus facility be accessible only before morning 

rush and after afternoon rush. 

• All intersections along Southeast Boulevard should be fully signalized for pedestrians 

crossing Southeast Boulevard. Hawk signals or any similar crossings should not be 

considered. 

• The ANC does not see the need and does not support a 12th Street connection from M street 

to Southeast Boulevard. 

• Pedestrian connections between the SE Boulevard and M Street should be at 13th, 14th, and 

15th, not just a subset of those. 

• The ensuing traffic study should include a focus on [the impact of/reducing?] spillover traffic 

to streets in the triangle between 11th/Pennsylvania/SE Boulevard 

 

Note: Voting against the motion (RM Waud); Abstaining (Commissioner Grace) 

 

Request to Repave 200 block of 8th Street SE 

Residents of the 200 block of 8th Street SE asked ANC 6B to petition DDOT to repave and/or 

rebuild the roadway on their block.  This street from Pennsylvania Avenue north to East Capitol 

has been a major truck route ever since the U.S. Capitol prohibited truck traffic on Independence 

Avenue after 9/11 in 2001.  More recently, traffic related to large construction projects on and 

near Capitol Hill have further deteriorated the roadway.  Having not been built to sustain such 

heavy and constant traffic, the roadway is now in extremely poor condition.   

 

According to Anne Wright (244 8th Street SE): 

 
This wear and tear has left the pavement on my block in terrible condition: in November, 
I counted over 20 raised seams crossing the pavement horizontally, plus multiple 
potholes and pavement cuts that have been repaired with varying levels of 
success/permanence.  Each time a large vehicle hits one of these pavement 
irregularities, there is significant noise. The noise begins well before 7:00 a.m., and 
frequently startles sleeping residents awake.  
 
Beyond the noise, there’s the matter of the vibration generated by heavy vehicles hitting 
pavement irregularities. I can feel the vibration while sitting at my kitchen table — at the 
rear of my home and approximately 100 feet from the street-front. The vibration also 
moves artwork hanging on my walls.  
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This daily vibration causes damage to our homes. All but three of the homes on my 
block are over 100 years old. Most are constructed of brick, and thus  especially 
susceptible to vibration damage. The inclusion of the homes within Capitol Hill Historic 
District attests to their value to our community, and their need for protection.  

 

Ms Wright further notes that the 200 block was last repaved in 2002.  It may be that the damage 

to the roadway and future truck usage would dictate not just a repaving but comprehensive 

rebuilding of the roadway. 

 

After some discussion between the Committee and residents, Commissioner Burger moved, with 

a second by RM Manley, that the Committee recommend the Commission ask DDOT to commit 

to put repaving (or rebuilding) of the 200 block of 8th Street SE, as well as the 100 and unit 

blocks, on its workplan for FY18.  In addition, the ANC should encourage ANC6A and ANC6C 

(whose boundary runs along 8th Street SE) to join ANC6B in a strong effort to get DDOT’s 

commitment.  The item was placed on the Consent Agenda. 

 

Proposed Changes to Circulator Bus Routes 

In October 2017, the ANC sent comments recommended by the Committee to DDOT on 

proposed changes to the two Circulator routes that transverse Capitol Hill.  Subsequently, DDOT 

scheduled a formal hearing on the proposed changes for January 4, 2018.  Thus, the Committee 

had a new discussion on the proposal during which Mr. Ken Jarboe provided the Committee with 

the views of the Capitol Hill BID.   

 

As in October, most of the discussion centered on the proposed CH turnaround for the Eastern 

Market/L’Enfant Plaza route.  As proposed by Circulator, the turnaround would require the 

switch of the 700 block of D SE from one way east to one way west and the removal of the 

curbside parking on one side of the block.  It also required the Circulator bus to make a left turn 

off 8th Street onto D where there is no traffic signal. 

 

Commissioner Oldenburg moved, with a second by RM Enrico, that the Committee recommend 

the Commission send a revised letter to DDOT that includes an alternate turnaround option for 

the Eastern Market/L’Enfant Plaza route and adopts one of the BID’s suggested changes (use of 

4th and 6th Streets on the new Union Station/Congress Heights route instead of 8th Street SE).   

 

The Committee voted 5-0-0 in support of the motion and placed the item on the Consent Agenda. 

 

DDOT Notice Of Intent to Remove Parking at the Intersection of 8th & A Street SE  

The ANC received a Notice of Intent from DDOT stating that an All-way Stop Sign requested 

for the 8th and A Streets SE intersection was not warranted.1   

 

Instead, DDOT has proposed that curbside parking spots be removed from the south bound and 

north bound lanes to improve visibility of oncoming 8th Street traffic for drivers of vehicles using 

A Street SE.   Both areas mentioned by the NOI already restrict curbside parking within 25 feet 

of the intersection.  

 

                                                           
1 This request was not made by/through the Transportation Committee so background is lacking. 
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After some discussion, Commissioner Oldenburg moved, with a second by RM Waud, that the 

Committee recommend the ANC inform DDOT that the Commission does not approve of the 

decision to remove parking spaces.  The NOI does not provide any information on how many 

such spaces DDOT plans to remove nor a map showing this information and DDOT did not 

respond to a request for this supplemental information.  The ANC would appreciate an 

opportunity to have further discussions with DDOT on this intersection issue. 

 

The Committee voted 5-0-0 to support the motion and place the item on the Consent Agenda. 
 

THE LETTERS RELATED TO THE MOTIONS: 

January x, 2018 

 

Mr. Jeff Marootian, Director 

DC Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE 

Washington DC 20003 

 

VIA email:  

 

RE: ANC 6B Comments on SE Boulevard & Barney Circle Study 

 

At a properly noticed meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B with a quorum 

present on January 9, 2018, the Commission voted x-x-x to send the Department of 

Transportation (DDOT) the following comments on the SE Boulevard and Barney Circle study, 

based on DDOT’s presentation and materials provided at its December 11, 2017 public meeting. 

 

In general, the Commission supports the SE Boulevard & Barney Circle project, as currently 

envisioned, including the Fixed Project Elements, as defined by DDOT.  Since 2013, ANC 6B 

has considered this important project as one that will benefit the city as a whole but needs to be 

carefully designed in a way that maximizes benefits and manages impacts on the local 

community.  

At this point in the study process, the Commission needs more detailed information on the 

proposed bus facility, Barney Circle design, and the Boulevard and its grid connections.  Some 

of this information will hopefully come from an expected traffic study.   

• The final Environmental Assessment, to the extent possible, should place equal emphasis on 

motorized and non-motorized transportation modes.  

• To improve community analysis, all maps and charts should include connections and travel 

times for all modes of travel.  

• Pedestrian and bicyclist safety should be prioritized over vehicle travel times.  

• The traffic study should also include a focus on reducing spillover traffic to residential streets 

in the triangle between 11th Street, Pennsylvania Avenue, and the SE Boulevard 

 

SE Boulevard 
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The ultimate design of a 4-lane road should minimize the size of the Boulevard roadway and 

public right of way to maximize the excess right of way between SE Boulevard and L Street SE.  

• The Commission has some difficulty with understanding the implications affecting 

movement flow considering the many variables of right and left turns for vehicles between 

the Boulevard and reconnected grid streets.  

• All intersections along SE Boulevard should be fully signalized for pedestrian crossings. 

Hawk signals or any similar options should not be considered. 

• The Commission does not see the need for and, thus, does not support a 12th 

Street connection between M Street SE and the SE Boulevard. 

• Pedestrian/bicycle connections between the SE Boulevard and M Street should be at 13th, 

14th, and 15th, not just a subset of the three. 

 

Barney Circle 

• The Commission generally supports the circle design for Barney Circle over the signalized 

intersection but feels refinements are needed. Pedestrian/bicycle crossings at street level, 

connections to the river, connections to the Sousa Bridge, and ensuring connections to the 

Anacostia River Trail should be a priority of any design. 

• DDOT should continue to include the option of filling in the loop under Barney Circle as part 

of its study. The sunken roadway creates a physical and visual barrier for easy connections 

across any redesign of Barney Circle.  

 

Bus Facility 

Many details (design and operation) of a bus facility are yet to be provided by DDOT making 

analysis challenging at this time and causing community concerns.  The Commission expects to 

revisit this aspect of the study carefully in the next update of the study.  In the meantime, the 

Commission states that: 

 

• To reduce both noise and emissions and other neighborhood concerns, the bus facility should 

be limited to electric buses, regardless of the operator of the bus route. 

• Without any specific details or plans regarding midday usage and to minimize impact on 

commuter traffic, the Commission requests that the bus facility be accessible only before 

morning rush and after afternoon rush. 

 

The Commission appreciates that DDOT is taking more of an urban planning approach to the 

current design of the SE Boulevard and Barney Circle and looks forward to the next public 

meeting.  The Commission thanks Jonathan Rogers, DDOT’s project director, for his helpful 

participation in its January 3, 2018, Transportation Committee meeting.   

 

Please provide the Commission with an acknowledgement of receipt of this letter.  If any 

clarifications are needed, please contact Commissioner Kirsten Oldenburg, Chair of the 6B 

Transportation Committee at kirsten6b04@anc6b.org or 202-546-8542 

 

[sig] 

 

Cc:Allen, Bowser, Cheh 

Cc: Jonathan Rogers 

mailto:kirsten6b04@anc6b.org
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--------------------------------------REPAVING 8TH STREET SE---------------------------------------- 

 

January x, 2018 

 

Mr. Jeff Marootian, Director 

DC Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE 

Washington DC 20003 

 

VIA email:  

 

RE: ANC 6B Request for Repaving of the unit, 100, and 200 blocks of 8th Street SE 

 

Dear Mr. Marootian, 

 

At a properly noticed meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B on January 9, 2018, 

with a quorum present, the Commission voted x-x-x to request that DDOT commit to put 

repaving (or rebuilding, if warranted) of the 200 block of 8th Street SE, as well as the 100 and 

unit blocks, on its workplan for FY18.  (We are excluding the 300 block because it is slated to be 

repaved as part of the adjacent Hine development project.) 

 

This street from Pennsylvania Avenue SE north to East Capitol and beyond has been a major 

truck route ever since the U.S. Capitol prohibited truck traffic on Independence Avenue after 

9/11 in 2001.  More recently, traffic related to large construction projects on Capitol Hill have 

further deteriorated the roadway.  Having not been built to sustain such heavy and constant 

traffic, the roadway is now in extremely poor condition, so much so that residents report both 

intolerable daily noise levels and vibrations severe enough to threaten their historic houses.  

Local residents indicate that the 200 block of 8th Street SE was last repaved on 2002.  

 

The Commission appreciates that Mr. Joe Dorsey has responded to an email of Commissioner 

Oldenburg with information that the Operations Administration has begun a process to evaluate 

the possibility to add this project to its FY18 Work Plan. We look forward to being kept 

informed of the progress of this effort.   

 

If you need further information or any clarification, please contact Commissioner Kirsten 

Oldenburg, Chair of the 6B Transportation Committee, at 202-546-8542 or 

kirsten6b04@anc6b.org. 

 

[sig] 

 

Cc: Allen, Bowser 
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-------------------------------------CIRCULATOR-------------------------------------------- 

 

January x, 2018 

 

Circe Torruellas, Circulator Program Director 

District Department of Transportion 

55 M Street SE 

Washington DC 20003 

 

VIA email dccirculator@dc.gov 

 

RE: ANC 6B Comments on Proposed Changes to Circulator 
 

At a properly noticed meeting with a quorum present of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 6B on 

January 9, 2018, the Commissioner voted x-x-x to send DDOT comments on the proposed changes to the 

following two Circulator routes that cross Capitol Hill—Union Station/Navy Yard and Potomac 

Metro/Skyland—as detailed in the DC Circulator 2017 Transit Development Plan (TDP).   

 

These comments are similar to but represent an update of those submitted to DDOT on October 17, 2017.  

Subsequently, on January 4, 2018, DDOT held a formal public hearing on its proposed changes.   

 

In general, the ANC is in support of the proposed route changes that will result in a Union 

Station/Congress Heights route and an Eastern Market/L’Enfant Plaza route and is especially pleased to 

see the addition of improved weekend service.  Specific comments include: 

 

• Concern about the bus turnaround at Eastern Market Metro, which will require the 700 block of D 

Street SE to be reversed to one way west and the elimination of commercial curbside parking on 

one side of the street.  Alternate turnaround: Northbound bus turns left off 8th onto E Street SE, 

which is a signalized intersection. Bus turns right at 7th and then right onto Pennsylvania Avenue 

• 8th Street SE between Massachusetts and Pennsylvania Avenue is now a heavily used truck route 

causing roadway damage and building vibrations and noise for residents.  ANC 6B suggests that 

DDOT use 4th and 6th Streets instead for this portion of the new Union Station/Congress Heights 

route. This could also preserve the existing Circulator stop at 7th and Pennsylvania Avenue SE. 

• The bus route on the east side of Anacostia River should run along MLK Blvd for access to 

Anacostia Art Center and other local establishments. 

• With the upcoming 11th Street Bridge Park at the foot of 11th Street SE, DDOT should add a 

Circulator bus stop at the corner of O and 11th Streets SE.  This would require the Union 

Station/Congress Heights bus to use the local, rather than the freeway, 11th Street Bridge.  

  

Those who ride the system frequently appreciate the 10-minute headways but it’s problematic when the 

system doesn’t maintain them.  The Commission is not convinced that these and other planned changes to 

routes will result in improvements in meeting the headways.  It may be that the system might be improved 

if it relied on schedules that could fluctuate with the known daily ridership that peaks during commute 

times rather than the current 10-minute headway at all times.    

 

If you need more information, please contact Commissioner Kirsten Oldenburg, Kirsten6b04@anc6b.org 

or 202-546-8542. 

 

{sig] 

 

mailto:dccirculator@dc.gov
mailto:Kirsten6b04@anc6b.org


page 8 of 8 
 

------------------------------------DOT NOI ---------------------------------------------- 

January x, 2018 

 

Mr. Evian Patterson 

Associate Director, Parking and Ground Transportation Administration 

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE 

Washington DC 20003 

 

VIA email: evian.patterson@dc.gov 

 

RE: DDOT NOI #17-50-TOA of December 19, 2017 

 

Dear Mr. Patterson, 

 

At a properly noticed meeting with a quorum present of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

6B on January 9, 2018, the Commissioner voted x-x-x to inform DDOT that it does not approve 

of the proposal in the above Notice of Intent to remove curbside parking spaces from the south 

bound and north bound lanes on 8th Street SE. 

 

The original request of DDOT was to install All Way Stops to the intersection.  DDOT says this 

option is not warranted and its proposal for the removal of parking spaces aims to improve 

visibility of oncoming 8th Street traffic for drivers of vehicles using A Street SE.    

 

Both areas mentioned by the NOI already restrict curbside parking within 25 feet of the 

intersection.  The ANC has rejected DDOT’s proposal because the NOI does not provide any 

insight into how DDOT arrived at its conclusion nor information on how many additional spaces 

DDOT plans to remove or even a map showing this information.  Further, DDOT did not 

respond to a request for this supplemental information.   

 

The ANC requests that DDOT attend the Commission’s Transportation Committee meeting on 

February 7, 2018, to discuss fully its conclusions regarding this intersection.  To confirm and for 

further information, please contact Commissioner Kirsten Oldenburg, Chair 6B Transportation 

Committee, kirsten6b04@anc6b.org or 202-546-8542, 

 

[sig] 

 

 

Cc: Allen 
   

  

mailto:evian.patterson@dc.gov
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