
Government of the District of Columbia 
Department of Health 

 
 
Bureau of Community Hygiene 
Rodent Control Division 
   
       
   
 
Date: January 31, 2014 
 
The Department of Health (DOH), the District Department of Transportation (DDOT), ANC 
Commissioners, community leaders, and the Capitol Hill BID met at Eastern Market Metro Plaza 
on January 24, 2014 to discuss the rodent infestation on the plaza.  
  
As a result of this meeting, DOH recommends the following habitat modification and integrated 
pest management measures:   
    
 
 
 
Recommendations:  
 
I. Replace open trash cans on the Plaza with BigBelly litter compactors and self-

closing litter cans.  
 

                                                             
                          Self-Closing                                                 BigBelly 

 
Waste storage area and waste containers must be kept clean and free of debris. 

 
Any suspected illegal dumping should be immediately reported by calling 311. 
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II. Following the five steps described below, modify the landscaping of the three 
large circular planting beds on the Plaza to achieve an easy-to-maintain, 
aesthetically pleasing, rodent-resistant habitat using river stone mulch.  

 
The prescribed landscaping technique is frequently used in public spaces in the 
south west.  An example of this technique is seen in the below photo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curved Planting Bed with River Stone Mulch  
Shopping Mall, Denver Colorado December 2013 
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Just prior to relandscapping, the three round planting beds, which are riddled with rodent 
burrows, will be subject to a month of intensive baiting by the Rodent Control Division of the 
Bureau of Community Hygiene, DOH. 
 
1. Eliminate and Replace Rodent Friendly Plantings 

 
North Circle (near the bike share):  

 
Remove the Liriope grass, which provides plentiful cover for burrows.   
 
Remove the dying and dead low bushes near the perimeter of the circle.  

 
Remove existing wood mulch.  

 
West Circle (near the CVS):   

 
Remove the Yucca plant from the small center area of exposed soil – burrows 
are too entangled in its roots to allow for their successful closure.   
 
After eliminating borrows as described in Step 2 (below), dig up and remove 
weeds and grass between the area of exposed soil and the brick edge of the 
planter.   
 
After completing Steps 2 and 3 (below), plant an 8 foot Goldenraintree 
(Koereuteria paniculata) in the center of the circle.   
 
 
The Goldenraintree is a fast growing, 
durable tree that has yellow blossoms 
in the early summer.  It adapts easily to 
many soil types and tolerates full sun, 
air pollution, draught, and alkalinity.  It 
grows to 30 to 40 feet and has a spread 
of approximately 35 feet.   
 
At right is a recent photo of a 
Goldenraintree planted a decade ago 
(when it was 8 feet tall), in Garfield 
Park, just south-east of the tennis court.  
The tree, which attained most of its 
current size within the first six years of 
planting, has received no special care 
and has not been pruned.  Goldenraintree, 

Garfield Park, January 2014
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South Circle (near the corner of 7th and South Carolina):   
 

Trim the branches of the existing Cedar to a height of four feet.  (Branches 
should be trimmed at the trunk.)   

 
Remove the rose bush hedge and Liriope grass.   
 

The hedge and the Liriope grass provide a perfect burrowing and breeding area 
for rodents, sheltering them from the foot traffic of the plaza and making it 
difficult for DOH Vector Control personnel to access burrows and BID 
personnel to remove debris that gets caught within and behind the prickly rose 
hedge. 

 
 

2. Eliminate Burrows and Burrow Remnants  
 

Follow removal of the rodent friendly plants with an additional two weeks of 
intensive baiting. 

 
Spade-turn area of burrows to a depth of three feet – less where excavating 
burrows will harm the large roots of the Cedar and Honey Locust in the South 
and West circles. 

 
 

3. Prepare Beds for River Stone Mulching 
 

Dig a five-inch deep, foot-wide trench just inside the perimeter of each circle.  
 

Repair and make good existing brick edge as necessary. 
 

Turn over existing soil within the perimeter trench enough to allow gentle 
upward grading toward the center of each planter.   

 
Properly done, this process will create excess soil that will need to be removed 
from each planter.  The east bed will have the greatest amount of excess soil; the 
west bed will have the least.   
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4. Spread River Stone Mulch  
 

Spread stone mulch to a depth of roughly 4 inches.  
 

The mulch should be a mixture of equal parts (by weight) 1 to 3 inch river stone 
and 3 to 5 inch river stone, or the closest equivalents.  
 
Each round planting bed is approximately 1000 square feet.  One ton of river 
stone generally covers an area of 100 square feet at a depth of 2 inches.  Thus, 
to provide a 4 inch layer of stone for each round planting bed, 14 tons of 1 to 3 
inch river stone should be mixed with 14 tons of 3 to 5 inch river stone.  
 
Following application, the stone mulch will be a bit deeper than 4 inches at the 
perimeter, where it must fill the 5 inch trench, and closer to to 2 to 3 inches near 
the center of the circle, where it approaches the tree. 

 
A mixture of river stones of the described 
sizes, laid at a depth of  4 inches, is water 
permeable and thus minimizes rainwater 
runoff, yet will prevent rodents from 
burrowing in the soil.  

 
The larger stones add weight that makes 
the mulch resistent to scattering, while the 
smaller stones fill spaces between the 
larger stones that might otherwise invite 
burrowing or the collection of debris.  

 
The described mixture will also withstand 
the use of an electric or gasoline blower to 
clear leaves. This contrasts to pea gravel 
or the small white or dyed landscaping 
stone, both of which scatter when subject 
to leaf blowing. 

 
Blowing three times per year should be 
sufficient to clear leaves.  

 
Additional photos of the described river stones  can be seen at 
http://www.carderock.com/stone/decorative-landscape-stones/ 
 

 
 

Close up of the described mix 
of 1 to 3 and 3 to 5 inch river 

l h



P a g e  | 6 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
899 North Capitol Street, NE, Second Floor, Washington, DC 20002 Tel: (202) 535-2636 Fax: (202) 442-4817 

 
 

NOTE: The stone mulched areas should NOT be underlaid with hardware wire or 
similar mesh cloth.  The described 4-inch layer of mixed size river stones is sufficient 
to prevent rodent burrowing.  Hardware cloth, which increases the cost of the 
treatment, can reduce water permeability and, over time, come loose around bed 
edges, rip, tangle among the rocks, provide material for squirrels to chew, and 
otherwise create a messy look.  In addtion, hardware wire and cloth will hold up the 
stone mulch, making it possible for a rodent to burrow under the perimeter, similar to 
the way that an unfooted concrete pad or brick surface invites burrowing.  Stone  
mulch which is not underlaid with wire or mesh will shift and collapse if rodents 
attempt to dig under it.  

 
 

5. Site Several Groups of Accent Boulders  
 

Install two or three groups of three accent boulders in each planter as per the 
photo on page 2. 

 
Accent boulders are an easy way to add no-maintenance design interest to each 
planting bed.  
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE: Upon implementation of these recommendations, as well as during the 
implementation process, the Rodent Control Division of DOH will continue to frequently 
inspect the plaza, regularly bait the space, and organize and participate in public meetings 
as appropriate.  
 


